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AND THE USUAL FEATURES 


Editorial 


Even if rates and rents tend to equal one another nowadays the general impression we receive 
is that libraries have fared not badly in the annual estimates this year of library authorities. 
In fairly large towns average library rates are about sixpence in the pound although some are 
more or less. That in itself does not give the actual amount spent by individual towns as in 
not a few cases towns which appear to be very highly rated have very low assessments. Some 
have increased their book funds and if, as is inevitable, few of us have got all we want, indeed 
need to realize an adequate service as we see it, there has been little sign of the panic about rates 
which was common only a few years ago, except at Stepney where, as recorded by Mr. Enser 
in his columns last month, the book fund was halved. 
* * * * * * 

What seems to be a novel way of creating a book-stock is described in the interesting 
Annual Report of the Librarian of Leeds University. A new mezzanine floor in Brothern 
Library has been completed in part which forms a circle 104 feet in diameter. Aluminium 
Stanchions support both the new floor and the new shelving at basement level and in each 
stanchion four perforated steel channels are accommodated with slots into which the pins on 
the adjustable shelves fit. Horizontal supporting members are fixed to the top of the stanchions 
and these support parallel beams between which holoplast sheets are separators. The twin 
beams radiate from the centre and as soon as space is sufficient, a new line of shelving with 
its own twin-beam arrangement begins. The whole assembly is of course of double-sided 
cases, the shelves being finished in stoved metallic grey. The shelves therefore radiate from 
the centre, fan wise, and in the centre is the large circular air duct which serves as a central 
supporting column and around this are twin spiral aluminium Staircases leading from the 
basement to the mezzanine. There are other features contemplated including the use of the 
windows at the outer end of the gangways for the provision of readers’ carrels. So far as is 
known aluminium and plastic have not been used in quite the way indicated before. An 
illustration of the shelving and one of the twin spiral Staircases is given. 

* * * * * * 

Classificationists, as we now call those who create or conspire to make schemes, have 
become so rampageous of late that a real revolt seems to be developing. This may be mere 
imagination but is not without some substance. The majority of libraries are small, are 
mainly of home-reading departments, to use Dr. Savage’s name for what Duff Brown once 
facetiously called the jug and bottle department ; they want their books arranged in an order 
that readers can understand ; some indeed use the simplification now often used by children’s 
librarians ; the average reader they assert has the child mind on his approach to books. 
Numbers of several elements running to thitty symbols have no place whatever in most of 
them. What then? Mr. John Metcalfe, librarian of Sydney and chairman of the N.S.W. 
library education board, has made a plea for students against Ranganathan and most of his 
forerunners, in an article in The Librarian’ in which he lays about him in gallant fashion. 
His conclusion is based upon the needs of examinees which, we may remind him, are less 
than all that is involved in classification study ; and he would limit L.A. and other examination 


1 The Librarian, XLII, pp. 189-94. 
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questions to schemes which have been applied in many libraries or are at least ten years old, 
This may include the Subject Classification but apparently Mr. Metcalfe would limit those 
eligible to Dewey, the Library of Congress, and the U.D.C. Of course, Bliss’s Bibliographic 
Classification is twice as old as his limit, although it was finished in its full expansion only last 
year, but he appears to exclude it. The argument probably rests on the fact that the Student- 
training period for a library assistant is one or two years only and were he to read the thousands 
of pages in books and articles on classification alone his whole reading time would be fully 
employed ; and exclusive occupation with schemes he (or more decisively she) is unlikely 
to use does not seem to be a wise course. But, we repeat, the study of the subject goes far 
beyond “the secondary technique” as Mr. Roy Stokes calls it that is required in the average 
library and Ranganathan, Farradane, Cordonnier, Vickery and others are concerned with a 
minute practical arrangement of subjects themselves often too new, too minute to find a place 
in monographs ; and in doing this they are clarifying the relations of subjects as has never 
been done before. It is yet too early to say what these studies may lead to in Documentation 
and the microscopic indexing it appears to involve. While what is required of the student, 
for examinations must have reasonable limits and a conservative progress only be made in 
these, those limits must not confine the larger study of classification ; indeed, they cannot. 


* * * * * * 


Liverpool has become even more active under Dr. Chandler. The Liverpool Record 
Office, the new archive and local collection department, has been opened in official ceremony 
by Sir Hilary Jenkinson, and is on a generous scale. It is hoped, at not too distant a date, to 
make good the loss of stack space occasioned by the bombing of the central library. Many 
of the important books, as is illustrated in a report printed on the subject, are still stored in 
tea-chests in surroundings that suggest the maximum of probable deterioration and the 
minimum of convenience in locating and using the works so stored. 


* ~ * * 


While we have always supported the progressive improvement of every form of library 
education we have always asked for the student’s point of view to be considered more realistically 
than is often the case. We sympathize to some extent with Mr. Roy T. Stokes’s hope that all 
librarianship training should be of the post graduate library school variety—in due course. 
It would mean a much smaller profession than it is now unless the materia! condition of the 
service improves beyond any immediately prospective likelihood. It is a good guiding star 
for a newer generation, perhaps as yet unborn ; it is, as a general proposition, quite unrealistic 
now. Librarians complain that they cannot get even three general certificates with candidates 
today ; fifty per cent of our libraries cannot get any. What does any average small town 
library or county branch suggest as the probable centre of training for their children to the 
local inhabitants ? By what other standards are they to judge > Some of us try to keep our 
souls and our libraries working with any labour we can get. 


* * * * * * 


The latest work to reach us from the indefatigable Professor S. R. Ranganathan is volume 
one of the Union Catalogue of Learned Periodicals in South Asia, 1953.» which has been published 
with the assistance of Unesco by the Indian Library Association. It covers periodicals in 
Physical and Biological Sciences to be found in libraries in India, Indonesia, Thailand, Burma 
and Ceylon. It is a fine quarto of 390 pages, 70 of which are an admirable detailed index. 
The editor and his many workers have brought together an immense mass of entries, 
individualized and closely arranged by Colon, a typical entry being ““M7#56, M Great Britain : 
the Textile manufacturer” ; and the containing libraries are given an ingenious code number, 
as “Q2B3” which uniquely denotes Baroda University. An introduction explains how this 
great project came into being and four explanatory chapters explain the application of Colon, 
the layout of entries and the table of library numbers. The list is a revelation of the combined 
resources of many libraries and the classing and indexing are models for students of Colon. 
It is therefore to be hoped that the work may be continued to complete the record of all 
periodicals available in S.E. Asia. 


1 London agents: G. Blunt & Sons: 25s Od. 
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Cataloguing Comes Full Circle ? 
By Henry A. Suarp (Author of Cataloguing ) 


CATALOGUING is the branch of library administration that has interested the writer for half a 
century! A sobering thought only tempered by the knowledge that through writing and 
teaching a great many friends have resulted from all parts of the world. 

This has become borne in recently because of signs that ideas about cataloguing are 
tending to go back to what they were when the subject first interested me at the beginning of 
the century. 

To substantiate this view we go back to 1900, when I became a junior in the Kensington 
Libraries, where the diétionary catalogue was firmly established; copies of this “General 
Catalogue” were sold at a shilling. When the time came round for a new edition I was given 
a small part in such things as sorting entries, proof reading, etc. The entries were short, 
rarely more than a line or so, but taken as a whole the catalogue told readers what they wanted 
to know : what books we had by an author, what books about this or that, whether we had a 
certain book with a catchy title or one in a particular series. It was not of course a “union” 
catalogue, and the entries did not carry class marks. The following are typical of the sorts of 
entries it contained : 

Churchill (Lord Randolph) Men, Mines, and Animals in South Africa. 1892. 
Cotour. Chevreul (M. E.) Harmony and Contrast of Colours. 1890. 
Child’s Garden of Verses, by R. L. Stevenson. 1893. 
Baddeley’s Guides, by M. J. B. Baddeley and C. S$. Ward: Eastern Counties, by 
Ward. 1892. 
Ete. 
What more do most of us really want to know ? It was a question asked in those days, and 
it is exactly the one that is being repeated today ! 

Theoretically readers got their book by spotting a number on a blue ground which 
indicated that it was “in.” but actually even then we had an elementary but very effective 
readers’ advisory service which operated for those who got weary of the red and blue hit 
and miss process. The staff was always ready to offer a good romance or even a thriller—of 
which there were some very good ones, or to suggest a book about any subjeét then in the air. 

A day came when Central had a new typewriter and we inherited the old one in the way 
branches still seem to do. It was a Hammond, which was soon mastered and which rather 
fascinated one with its changeable type founts to give things like italics and foreign accents. 
With the typewriter came a thousand or so vari-coloured cards on to which the additions 
were typed, but the entries were still short, resulting in a great waste of space. Annotating 
the entries was not thought of until Savage gave us his Manual of descriptive annotation in 1906. 

Things went on in much the same way for some years ; occasionally there was a supple- 
ment, and additions were listed on a simple but effective sort of home made panoramic 
catalogue, while my personal interest was warmed by a “merit” in the cataloguing examination. 

In 1911 I went to nearby Fulham, then resplendent with an almost new open access 
central library, and among other things its present chief librarian William Creed, as one of 
the junior assistants. For the first time—apart from those few cards one had played with at 
Kensington—I met a modern expandable catalogue in sheat form, a new experience and one 
that paved the way to the elysian fields of Croydon, brightest star in the public library firma- 
ment, with probably the highest standard of cataloguing in Britain, and numbering among 
its Staff at that time three past masters in the art: Jast, Sayers and Warner. Cataloguing there 
was certainly an art and annotation was a ritual, as any who remember the older numbers of 
The Reader’s Index may recall! It was not just a case of Stringing together a few words on to a 
catalogue slip; every note was drafted on to a piece of pad paper, edited by someone else 
and subsequently transferred to the catalogue slip. The ultimate result was as near to a printed 
card catalogue as it was possible to get by cutting out the entries and sticking them on cards. 

Then, alas, came the war of 1914-1918 ; the quality of the cards deteriorated, the staff was 
depleted, the number of pages in the bulletin became fewer and the catalogue entries shorter. 
Cataloguing had reached its peak at Croydon and in many places that had emulated it, largely 
because Croydon sent out so many missionaries into the library world, for in those days the 
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fact that a candidate came from Croydon considerably enhanced his chances of getting the job, 

During the pre-war days Jast always hoped that some day Britain would set up a scheme of 
co-operative cataloguing similar to that of the Library of Congress. He made an eloquent 
appeal for instance at University College in 1912 (Library Assistant, v. 9, 1912), but nothing 
happened —until possibly now, as we shall show later. 

At the end of the first war a brave attempt was made to recover the standard ; a chief 
cataloguer and a Staff were appointed, but we never seemed quite to get back to the heights 
attained by the trio already named. The catalogue entries were in pretty much the same form, 
but the annotations were shorter and less “beautiful” to read. There was, moreover, a feeling 
that the established methods were too slow. Nevertheless things went on pretty much the 
same in principle until the second war came along and Still further curtailed library work in 
general and things like cataloguing in particular. 

As one looks back it is with the impression that there is nothing like a great war to wreck 
things of this sort that have taken years to build up. On the other hand it may well turn out 
that all that has happened has caused us, both here and in the United States, to review the 
position and even to revise drastically the views that had been held since the earliest days of 
libraries as we know them; but more of that later. Meanwhile it was obvious that the 
elaboration that had been growing up since the days of that simple Kensington catalogue was 
threatened, if not indeed doomed. Materials still further deteriorated or became almost 
unobtainable ; there were few cataloguers, and most of what there were found themselves 


fully occupied with other work. (To be continued) 


Duplicated Production of Catalogue Cards 
By C. D. Jonnson, A.L.A. 


(Assistant-in-charge, Administration Department, Hackney Public Libraries) 
VARIOUS processes or reproduction of cards for library catalogues have been reported in the 
professional journals during the past few years and apart from a reference by Mr. Newbury! 
in an article in the Library Assistant in 1950, it seems that there has been no report in detail of 
any such reproduction being performed on any of the various types of rotary stencil duplicators 
such as the Gestetner or Roneo machines. 

Indeed,a recent writer on the subje&t in The Library World (Mr. P. S. Pargeter)? reports that 
the “rotary stencil duplicator was not considered because it is too expensive to print only one entry 
from a foolscap-size stencil, whilst it would be impossible to get a proper registration . . . if 
several entries were typed on the same Stencil” (*) which remark is manifestly absurd as will be 
seea from the description of the method of duplicating by this type of machine at Hackney 
and, let it be said, elsewhere. 

Until recently catalogue cards at Hackney were typed—sufiicient only for a master union 
catalogue at the Central Library and when it was decided to provide a union catalogue at all 
Branch Libraries it was obvious that some rapid, economical and serviceable means of 
production must be found. 

The Borough Council’s Stationery Department possesses two Multi-Litho offset printing 
machines, Type 1250 and by arrangement with the Stationery Manager some trial sets of 
cards were produced but as a permanent means of produétion this method was not thought 
practicable mainly owing to the fact that the Stationery Manager could not guarantee any 
degree of priority in produétion. The aim was to produce and distribute the cards during the 
same week as the books to which they were related were accessioned and any method of 
production which could not meet this requirement could not be considered. ' 

However, it may be as well to mention here the means adopted to produce cards on this 
type of machine. Entries were typed (by Vari-type) “four-up” on the Duplimat type stencil 
(cost 6d.), printed off on cards 12 by 5 inches, cut down to standard 5 by 3 inches, and hole- 
punched. There is now available a cheaper stencil (““Yellow” type) which costs 3d. only, which 
is good for runs up to 100. It is, of course, cheaper to buy card in the 12 by 6 inches size than 


|(*) The italics are mine. (C.D.J.)| 
1 Newbury, K. M., The duplicator in the library. Library Assistani, February, 1950. 
2 Pargeter, P. S., Reproduction of catalogue cards at Coventry City Libraries. Library World, January, 1954. 
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in the standard 5 by 3 inches punched. This method of producing the cards would appear 
well worthy of consideration in a library system possessing a Multi-Lith machine. 

The Hackney Libraries possessed a hand operated Gestetner rotary duplicating machine 
and this was used for initial experiments when it was decided that the Department would 
produce its own cards somehow. 

The method finally arrived at was to prepare the entries “four-up” on the Gestetner 
stencil, following strictly the standard spacing laid down to achieve correct register. As 
many cards as may be required are rolled off on to 12 by 5 inches card, cut down and punched 
as for the Multi-Lith method described above. 

The finished cards are of good readable quality and blend well with the original typed cards. 

When it was obvious that good quality work could be produced on the Gestetner produc- 


_ tion was commenced on the new Model 260 which has achieved an even better quality as this 


model embodies a controllable inking device and once the ink control setting was decided by 
experiment consistent inking followed automatically. 

As regards cards—the Gestetner ink having a grease solvent it takes quite a time to dry 
off if used on the fairly high-glazed card which is the most serviceable for a catalogue in frequent 
use by the public and therefore the pile of finished cards must be left for not more than an 
hour so that the ink can dry off. Deeper ink penetration and consequent speedier drying is 
achieved on unglazed card but this neither looks nor wears well and by arrangement with 
the Council’s Stationery Department a semi-glazed card is used which looks and wears well in 
use and upon which the ink dries fairly quickly. Interleaving the cards was tried but discarded 
owing to extra time required. 

It will be found that in using this method better results will be obtained if the stencils 
are prepared on a typewriter which is used for this work only because cleaner-cut stencils 
will be produced which will, of course, in turn produce a much higher quality of work. This 
practice is common in duplicated typescript production. 

The Stencils used cost approximately 11d. each and the card in the 12 by 5 inches size 
costs £72 10s. per 25 thousand sheets. The same quality card cut to 5 by 3 inches and punched 
costs approximately {1 per thousand cards. 

Costing has not been worked out in detail at Hackney as it thought that more concrete 
figures would be obtained by analysis over a long period of use but the method cannot 
possibly be more expensive per card than the cost of typing each card singly. 

It was estimated that with 4,500 titles to catalogue per annum, approximately 70,000 
5 by 3 inches cards and approximately 2,000 stencils would be required, costing : 

£52 for 12 by Finches card 
plus £92 for stencils 

totalling £144 which equals approximately 7}d. per title (i.c. average of 
17 cards per title) or somewhat less than $d. per card, to which must be added cost in typing 
time (approximately 16 hours per week for 4,500 titles per annum) and cost of time taken for 
cutting into 5 by 3 inches and punching. Experience has shown that one week’s production 
(viz. 16 typing hours) takes approximately 1} hours to cut, punch, sort and distribute and 
therefore costs of this side of the process would naturally vary according to salaries paid to 
Staff available for the job. 

A further note on costs—it will be seen that in using this method with four entries per 
stencil at 11d. per stencil, the stencil cost per entry will be 23d. which is just over twice the cost 
per entry achieved by Mr. Pargeter but it would be reasonable to assume that the difference would 
be offset by a saving in time as the rotary machine method produces four entries per revolution. 

No originality is claimed for this method as it has been in practice at the Dagenham 
Public Libraries since 1929 and help and advice obtained from Messrs. O’Leary and Pugsley 
is freely acknowledged. 

In conclusion, it is reasonable to assume that as any medium-size library system must 
use one of the various types of rotary duplicating machines available for the production of 
agendas, correspondence, memoranda, etc., it is surely preferable to utilize such machines in 
catalogue card production rather than purchase machines which are basically similar, for 
quite obviously the more work which is produced from one machine the more economical a 
purchase it becomes. 
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Who Rode to York ? 


By GeorGe H. 


*“And when I am gone, boys, each huntsman shall say 
£ 
None rode like Turpin, so far in a day.” 


Iv is about one hundred and ninety miles from London to York and few today would care to 
ride that distance in a single day or night. Dick Turpin’s fame rests largely upon his achieve- 
ment of the feat, which culminated, as all the world knows, in the death of his mare, Black Bess. 
Yet it is almost certain that neither Turpin nor Black Bess ever made the celebrated ride. 
It was not an impossible ride ; with suitable rests and changes of horses, and a few highwaymen, 
and others for that matter, rode as far in a day, but there is a complete lack of contemporary 
evidence that Dick Turpin ever accomplished it. Someone, whose ride has been fathered 
upon Dick Turpin, once galloped from London to York. Who was he? Ina racy account 
ot highwaymen, Mr. Patrick Pringle* made a valiant attempt to solve the problem. 


It was Harrison Ainsworth, of course, who in 1834, in his novel, Rookwood, destined 
Dick Turpin to renown as the most popular of all highwaymen and as the redoubtable rider 
of Black Bess to York. But nine years before Rookwood was published a ballad was in 
circulation which began 

“Bold Turpin upon Hounslow Heath 
His black mare Bess bestrode, 
When he saw a Bishop’s coach and four 
Sweeping along the road.” 

As long ago as 1908, Charles G. Harper, in his Ha/j-hours with the Highwaymen, pointed 
out that in the ballad Dick Turpin’s horse was simply “his black mare Bess,” and that “it was 
reserved for Ainsworth to discover the worth of alliteration and the demand it made for two 
capital B’s.” Dickens was familiar with the ballad and in Pickwick Papers made Sam Weller 
burst into song with : 

“Bold Turpin vunce, on Hounslow Heath, 
His bold mare Bess bestrode—er ; 
Ven there he see’s the Bishop’s coach 
A-coming along the road—er. 
So he gallops close to the ’orse’s legs, 
And he claps his head vithin ; 
And the Bishop says, ‘Sure as eggs is eggs 
This here’s the bold Turpin !’ ” 
But the extraordinary thing is that the ballad continues 
“He never drew bit, not stopp’d to bait, 
Nor walk’d up hill or down, 
Until he came to Gloucester’s gate, 
Which is the Assizes town. 
Full eighty miles in one dark night, 
He made his black mare fly, 
And walk’d into Court at nine o’clock 
To swear an Alibi—” 


From which, if we believe there is any truth in the ballad, it would seem that it was from 
Hounslow Heath to Gloucester, not to York, that the famous ride was ridden. Moreover, 
in accounts of Turpin’s life published in the year of his execution, there is no mention of any 
ride to York. 

Dick Turpin was hanged on April 7th, 1739, some sixty-odd years after the following 
event, recorded by Daniel Defoe in his Tour ¢hrough the Whole Island of Great Britain, occurted : 


“From Gravesend we see nothing remarkable on the road but Gad’s Hill (Gad’s Hill 
was then twenty-seven miles from London ; Dickens lived there for many years ; it is supposed 


* Stand and Deliver ; The Story of the Highwaymen. By Patrick Pringle. Museum Press, 18/-). 
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to be the scene of the robbery introduced by Shakespeare into Henry 1V), a noted place for 
robbing of seamen, after they have received their pay at Chatham. Here it is that a famous 
robbery was committed in or about 1676, which deserves to be mentioned. It was about four 
o'clock in the morning when a gentleman was robbed by one Nicks on a bay mare, just on the 
declivity of the Hill, on the west side. Mr. Nicks came away to Gravesend, and, as he said, 
was Stopped by the difficulty of getting the boat near an hour, which was a great discourage- 


to ment to him; but he made the best use of it, as a kind of ’bate to his horse ; from thence 
ve- he rode across the county of Essex, through Tilbury, Horndon and Bilerecay, to Chelmsford. 
SS. Here he stopped about half an hour to refresh his horse, and gave him some balls ; from thence 
de. to Braintre, Bocking, Wethersfield ; then over the downs to Cambridge ; and from thence, 
on, keeping still the cross roads, he went by Fenny Stanton to Godmanchester and Huntingdon, 
ry where he and his mare ’bated about an hour. Then, holding on the North Road, and keeping 
ed a full larger gallop most of the way, he came to York the same afternoon ; put off his boots 
int and riding cloaths, and went dressed as if he had been an inhabitant of the place to the Bowling 


Green, where among other gentlemen was the Lord Mayor of the City. He singled out his 
Lordship, studied to do something particular that the Mayor might remember him by . . . 


ler and takes occasion to ask his Lordship what o’clock it was...” In other words this Mr. 
in Nicks, highwayman, sought to establish an alibi for the crime at Gad’s Hill, just as, according 


to the ballad, Dick Turpin tried to do at Gloucester. Nicks was brought to trial but was 
acquitted on the Mayor’s evidence, the jury being of opinion that he could not have been in 
two places so far distant from each other on the same day. 


The account by Defoe was published in 1724, when Turpin was still a boy apprentice. 
Harrison Ainsworth, it will be remembered, also made Dick Turpin visit the Bowling Green ; 
ed which links the two stories beyond question. Ainsworth learned the story of Dick Turpin 
and others from his father, who was a colleétor of the lore of highwaymen, but he admitted 
that he had no evidence that Turpin had performed the remarkable feat of riding on one 
horse to York: “I have not,” he stated, “‘as yet been able to obtain satisfaftory evidence that 
the extraordinary equestrian feat attributed to him, by oral tradition, and detailed in [ Rookwood] 
was ever actually accomplished.” 

Who, then, was Mr. Nicks, who certainly seems to have galloped from London to York, 
and, incidentally, by a route which appears to be nearer two hundred and twenty than a hundred 
and ninety miles? Nicks, or rather “Swift Nicks,” was the nickname bestowed upon a 
highwayman named Nevinson, whose Christian name is variously recorded as “William” and 
“John.” The Records of York Castle state that “Charles II christened him Swift Nicks,” 
which Mr. Pringle naturally regards as a strong point. He was renowned for his fine horse- 
manship and Nevison’s Leap, near Ferrybridge was named after him. Nevinson (or perhaps 
it should be Nevison) was brought to trial in 1676, the very year in which, according to Defoe, 
he accomplished his great ride to York. It is, of course, a trifle unfortunate that the con- 
temporary chapbooks about Nevinson’s career fail to mention any such ride. Perhaps it 
wasn’t Nevinson either. 

In the Narrative of the Life and surprising Robberies and Adventures of William Page, published 
in 1758, which does not seem to be mentioned by Mr. Pringle, though he devotes a seétion 
of his book to Page, the author remarks on the matter of alibis: “One instance, I myself 
remember, which happened upwards of thirty years ago. This was Harris the famous 
highwayman, who robbed on the Black Mare.” It is curious that Mr. Pringle, in his detailed 
m and vivid account of highwaymen, does not appear to have noticed Harris and, not less 
“r, important, his Black Mare. But to continue the quotation : ‘He [Harris] committed a robbery 
ny in the morning in Surrey, on a gentleman, who knew him perfe¢tly well, and therefore Harris 
f rode for it, with such speed, trusting to the goodness of his mare, that in the evening, about 
sunset, he appeared on the Bowling Green at York ; and pulling out his watch, showed it to 
the gentlemen present . . .” 

Ainsworth came to the conclusion that “Harris” was merely an alias and that Dick Turpin 
was the real hero of this story. But Harris seems to have been reprieved and it is certain that 
Turpin was executed : that is, if Harris is the James Harris who was tried for highway robbery 
in 1705 and whose horse was then described as “‘a bay-gelding, with a black list down his back.” 


ta 
Se 
; 
i 
4 
5 
wall f 


192 THE LIBRARY WORLD 


Whatever the real truth may be about the famous ride to York it will make no difference 
now. All along the road from Tottenham to York innkeepers will regale you with faés 
about the ride, and some will even show you the actual tankards from which Dick Turpin 
refreshed himself. I believe that his fetters are still exhibited in York Castle ; for, under the 
alias of “John Palmer” he was certainly arrested and imprisoned in the Castle. But, as no less 
a man than Thomas Seccombe wrote: “Let the Legend grow. It is one of the big verities 
of fiction which is far greater and stronger than Truth! On clear nights, when the road winds 
upwards through dark copse and hollow to the dry and bracing upland, and spectral gates 
and railings reflect white light from the moon, my belief in Dick Turpin outweighs my 
incredulity. I see the gallant outlaw dashing across the open, | hear the tlot-a-tlap of his 
horse’s hoofs, I see the smoking breath of Black Bess, and watch the curve of her flanks as she 
Stretches herself on the level turf...” 


It is a pity, isn’t it, that the real Dick Turpin was beyond doubt a villain, a murderer, 
“a mean and stupid wretch,” as the London Magazine obituary recorded, and “a very common- 
place ruffan, who owes all his fame to the literary skill of Ainsworth,” according to the 
Dictionary of National Biography ?” 


Still, while there is ““wind on the heath, brother,’ and a dark night... 


Einstein ! 
By Kevin Prager (Author of The Eighty-Eight Sonnets) 


And you discovered relativity ! That “fear” the crown of everything and all 
The link that holds the universe together Bloodstream within our veins, the pulse of 
In cosmic bondage, the eternal tether life ! 

Of human beings, even you and me ? Whereby communion of husband, wife, 

I am, thou art, he is, in some degree Beget the unbegotten, who appal 

We are, beneath the arc of sky and weather, Divinity with candour from the thrall 

On sea or soil, down, city, moorland heather, Of ignorant ambition, blatant, rife 

Affected by their dumb activity. Without experience, the constant strife 
While out in space, astronomers whose kind Of plus and minus, hammer, sickle, awl. 
Deny astrologers their ancient lore, What use were life to matter in the rage 
Probe deeper in their varied period Of ravaging revolt ? Its very act 


Illuminating darkness of the mind 
With wonder, often lacking reverent awe 
Born of unfailing faith, the Fear of God. 


Whilom your followers proclaim light 
bends : 
Sheeplike they echo one another’s ba ! 
Because the light when coming from a star 
Athwart the cosmos, constant as it wends 
The rim of Sol in dire eclipse, then mends 
Refraction of its rays, which from afar 
Pierce the sun’s dense corona, thus to mar 
The path direé of light which never ends. 
A Stone must have no flaw an it would be 
B’en cornerstone or keystone of an arch 
Across wide chaos and chasm wherein ever 
Dweil doubt profound and hidden mystery, 
Whereover science in conceit would march 
In smug content, unto eternal never. 


A symbol of control, engendering 

The birth of nature, men and women ; age 
Upon age the ever living fact 

Of sure design, our being rendering. 


Wheels within wheels, the universe a vast 

Eternal revolution of creation 

Of island nebulae upon probation, 

Where last pursues and first pursues the last 

And future ever will pursue the past, 

While sun and moon and Stars set every 
fashion 

Of Time within the orbit of our ration, 

The clock forever slow, forever fast. 

No bursting bubble, this, our Milky Way, 

Expanding into negative and nought, 

But linked with countless nebulae of stars 

We dwell upon its rim in this our day, 

Wheeling around a central sun past thought 

Whose cosmic rays are the eternal Czars. 
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‘Infinite riches in a little room’ 


With newspaper pages down to 
this size, just think of the saving in 
filing space! The entire contents of 
one newspaper volume go on a rooft. 
reel of 35mm. microfilm small enough 
to hold in the palm of your hand. 
This means that bulky, untidy volumes 
can be stored out of sight and replaced 
by a small filing cabinet. The micro- 


Write for full details to: 


Marlowe 


film records are quick to refer 
to and save wear and tear on the 
originals. 

You can microfilm newspapers 
and books quickly and easily with 
‘Recordak’ equipment. If you prefer, 
our experts will do it for you on your 
own premises or at our London or 
Manchester branches. 


SRECORDAK owision of Kodak LIMITED 


| and 2 Beech Street, London, E.C.1. Tel : Metropolitan 0316 


and at I! Peter Street, Manchester 2 Tel: Blackfriars 8918 


*Recordak’ is a registered trade-mark 
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Topicalities 
Edited by A. G. S. Enser, F.L.A. 
(Tottenham Public Libraries) 


One of the most serious problems facing 
public libraries today is the recruitment of 
junior Staff and the retention of such junior 
assistants already obtained. 

The reasons are well recognized, viz., 
meagreness of initial salary, awkward hours 
and the years of hard study required in order 
to qualify for promotion. 

I have pointed out previously that apart 
from the reasons given above, the field of 
recruitment is ridiculously small bearing in 
mind the primary qualifications demanded. 

Granted that increased initial salaries, to take 
account also of awkward hours worked, would 
make our profession more attractive in the 
eyes of young men and women, could we not 
widen our field of recruitment too ? 

In the long run would it not be advantageous 
to admit suitable entrants from the Secondary 
Modern Schools? Of course, such a policy 
would mean a revision of the educational 
qualifications at present demanded of all 
entrants to the Library Association Examina- 
tions. But, would that be a retrograde step ° 

Could not the Entrance Examination, as 
such, be abolished and, in its place be substi- 
tuted a Preliminary Examination incorporating 
an Essay, papers on English language, General 
Knowledge, Civics, Mathematics and a foreign 
language up to G.C.E. standard. 

Recruitment then would not be conditioned 
by the present educational standard bar. 
Exemption from the Preliminary Examination 
would be granted to those holding the G.C.E. 
with the requisite number of passes. Such 
entrants would be able to proceed direct to 
the Registration Examination as would other 
entrants when they had passed the Preliminary 
Examination. 

It is suggested that such a scheme would not 
only widen the present field of recruitment but 
would give a reasonable chance to the more 
ambitious of the Secondary Modern School 
scholars to the ultimate benefit of all concerned. 

Also, in order to alleviate the disadvantage 
suffered by male assistants, by reason of their 
obligation to undergo National Service, it is 
advocated that no member of the L.A. would 
be able to sit any part of the Registration 
Examination under the age of 20 years. 

What do YOU think ? 
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A seleétion of 50 children’s books 
A fold-over, with brilliant 


aking. 
published in 1953. 
cover, with all selections pithily annotated. 


HONOURABLE MENTION 
KENT’S 50 Svories for Boys and Girls. 
Another selection from children’s books 
published in 1953. 
LEICESTER’S Books for you, April, 1954, 
A new format, in black on deep yellow. Well 
printed and pleasing to the eye. 


SWANSEA’S General Literature. The 
familiar half yearly selection of books added 
to stock from July to December, 1953. 


Library Reports 
By Herspert C. SAWTELLE 
(Bermondsey Public Libraries) 

Hornsey.— Borough Librarian, W.B. Stevenson, 
F.L.A. Population, 98,134. Rate, 8.239d. 
Income from Rate, £34,540. Total Stock, 
131,549. Additions, 15,889. Withdrawals, 
10,828. Total Issues, 1,003,578. Tickets, 
67,125. Branches, 3. 1 Travelling Library. 

Once again book circulation comfortably passed 
the million mark, reaching a total well in advance of 
the previous year’s figures. There was a slight increase 
in the number of readers registered, bringing the total 
up to a highly satisfaétory figure representing 35 per 
cent of the population. More demands than ever were 
made on the service of the Travelling Library which 
averaged an issue of over 300 every day. .\ new form 
of sheaf catalogue, containing one entry per page, has 
been adopted. The reorganization of the Central 
Lending Library has been approved. Mr. A. J. 
Parrott, Librarian in charge of the Central Lending 
Library, has been appointed Deputy Librarian of 
Shoreditch. 

SHorREDITCH. — Borough Librarian, C. M. 
Jackson, F.L.A. Population (est.), 44,885. 
Rate, 9.4d. Income from Rate, £23,215. 
Total Stock, 87,978. Additions, 15,278. 
Withdrawals, 19,330. Total Issues, 635,849. 
Tickets, 34,916. Branches, 3. 

Another very busy year is here under review. 
Book circulation reached a new record figure and 
showed an increase of 27,370 when compared with the 
year before, and was more than double that of seven 
years ago. The first full year’s working of the Youth 
Library has proved a source of gratification to the 
Authorities, and has revealed the wisdom of their 
experiment. Issues from the Children’s Department 
produced an all-time record total. There was a notice- 
able increase in the number of technical and commercial 
enquiries received, and the long hoped-for re-opening 
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This is a book which will be 
Lliant 
d. demanded by your readers... 
Girls 
| SINGER 
1954. 
SEWING BOOK 
The ® New, revised and enlarged edition to be published on May 25 i 
dded 
% 260 pages 10 x 8 inches a 
3& 30 Full colour plates and over one thousand diagrams and photographs covering every basic type ag 
of home sewing 
Price : 25 shillings 
nsoa % Written by Mary Brooks Picken ... one of the greatest authorities on sewing, and ag 
30d, author of over ninety books 
ws | BACKED BY 
kets, -ar advertising campaign that will reach 
wei | & A MARKET OF HILLIOVWVS 
nce of 
oer 1 Display advertisements have been booked to appear in the following Journals during : 
per May, June and July. 
shes | 4% HOME NOTES, GOOD TASTE, HOMES AND GARDENS, % 
bay %& IDEAL HOME, WIFE AND HOME, HOUSEWIFE, % 
‘central %& NEEDLEWORK ILLUSTRATED, EVERYWOMAN, WELDONS 
® HOME JOURNAL, GOOD HOUSEKEEPING, 
an ot THE RADIO TIMES 
e., 4% In addition, there will be a window display competition open to Booksellers and 3% 
on 4 Department Stores (with official recognition for the sale of books) from June 21-26. 36 
278. % Foreign language editions will be published during 1954 and 1955 in Danish, Dutch, 9° 
849. % French, German, Italian, Norwegian, Portuguese, Spanish and Swedish. we 
view. % Simple and effective to use, this book will help women make the most of their machine, % 
e and « appeal to their creative instincts, add the professional touch to their work, and open % 
seven x up delightful possibilities for the limited budget. Me 
Youth 
the McGRAW-HILL PUBLISHING COMPANY LIMITED 
mut McGRAW-HILL HOUSE LONDON EC4 & 
otice- 
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of the Pitticld Street Library will go a long way towards drawals, 16,922. Total Issues, 1,714,901 
wiving a hundred per cent service to the business Tickets, 118,451. Branches, 5. 
community in the Borough. Mr. C. A. Elliott, Deputy . = 
Librarian, resigned during the year to take up a similar In the year being reviewed book circulation, which 
post at Islington. is rapidly approaching 1% millions per annum, reached 
a new high level, and recorded an increase of 54,638 
Tuurrock.—Chief Librarian and Curator, E. over the previous year. There was a notable increay 
Cave, F.L.A. Px ypulation, 86,730. Rate, in the use of all classes of non-fiction works at all the 
Libraries, and the percentage of issues from thes 


9.9 -ome fro > £20,289. T 
Rate, Lat 289. Potal classes rose to the most gratifying total of 31,4] 
Stock, 80,279. Additions, 21,011. With- The continued drop in the amount of fiétion borrowed 
drawals, 7,342. Total Issues, 744,085. during the last three years has been arrested, and q 
Tickets, 30,540. Branches, 11. 1 Mobile substantial increase reported. The work of modernizing 
Librarv the Kilburn Library has been completed, and public 
appreciation is reflected in the very large increase jn 
Some of the Thurrock libraries suffered grievously circulation reported from there The Harlesden 
during the tloods he February a year. At Tilbury and Library is next on the list for modernization, although 
Purfleet large numbers GS people wese evacuated, and the most serious problem facing the Authorities is the 
the library buildings were inundated to a depth of extreme congestion existing at the Central Library 
several feet. Many hundreds of books were lost, and Staff accommodation there is to be improved im. 
it was some cc siderable time before the library system mediately by the ereétion of a room over the existing 
could return to its normal working. Before the disaster children’s library 


the libraries were heading tor an all-time record in 
circulation, but the loss of many thousands of issues at 


the libraries that were closed for a period, prevented Memorabilia 


this happening. Nevertheless, total issues showed the : : , 
most satisfactory increase of 87,673 over the previous Dr. Harold Lancour, Associate Direétor of 


year. A new post, that of Reference Librarian, has been the University of Illinois Library School, has 
added to the establishment, so that a trained Staff is been eleéted to a four-year term to the Unesco 
always available in the Reference Library, the use of lneveneti 1c itt fj Social Sei 
which is rapidly growing. Good use was made of the nternational ormmi wee TOL COCR! UCentS 
new mobile library. The new Blackshots Branch Documentation. This is the major inter- 
Library is nearing completion, while proposals for a national bibliographical body ; its reports 
further branch are proceeding. | appear in English and French in alternate 
Westminster. —Lbrarian, Lionel R. McCol- issues of Current Sociology, a quarterly now in 
vin, C.B.E., F.L.A. Population (est),. its second volume. Dr. Lancour is remembered 
98,895. Rate, 2.42d. Income from Rate, pleasantly by many British librarians who met 
£109,915. Total Stock, 353.010. Additions, | him during his stay in England recently. 
53,394. Withdrawals, 32,332. Lending * * * 
Library Issues, 2,273,360. Tickets, 174,955. Some controversy Still persists over smoking 
Branches. 7 | in libraries. It has been urged lately we notice, 
Public use of the libraries is reported to have been | that the brief visit the man (or woman) in the 
greater — ever before, and eS continued Street makes to choose a book does not justify 
success and great progress come from all departments 
and aétivities. Books issued for home reading attained | his extinguishing his Cagasetse Of pape. Those 
a highest ever total, exceeding the previous year’s record who are asked to put them out are resentful ; 
by the huge aggregate of 187,926. The Central Reference does not a cigarette cost over 2d. ? There is 
Library was re-arranged during the year, and bytheuse | also the plea that Students in reference 
of smaller chairs and a certain number of chairs without libraries fall below average cerebration if not 


tables, the seating has been increased by at least 50. | 
Even so, at rush hours many readers have been unable | Stimulated or soothed by a smoke. “And after 
to find seats so great has been the demand for the all’, a reader remarked to me, “tobacco ash 
facilities available. The pest) Fm eae which | is a good disinfectant. Why rob readers of its 
is now opened during normal library hours, recorded =| virtues 2” Non-smokers have also a word for 
an issue increase of over 44 per cent. It wasdecidedto | 4 
substitute a printed catalogue of the 'ending library for | smokers and, considering P books used Dy 

| smokers from the librarian’s point of view, 


the typed sheaf variety at present in public use. Monthly 
list has been published and an annual volume issued in what is more unpleasant than to come across 


April last. Several thousand playbills and programmes » inside 

ot Westminster theatres were added to the Print the filth other 
Colleétion. A scheme for the loan of books to children | book? W hat is the balance here between 

on probation has been launched with the co-operation | advantages and disadvantages ? 
WiLLespEN.—Borough Librarian, |. T. Gillett, We learn that one of the faults of candidates 


for examinations that they often use no stops J | 
whatever in their answers or that the commas | 
the only stop they know, and the following | 


F.L.A. Population (eést.), 180,400. Rate, 
6.859d. Income from Rate, £45,082. Total 


of the Probation Officers. * * * 
Stock, 184,319, Additions, 37,564. With- | 
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“| THE Blunt LIBRARY EDITION 


ere Is 
ot 1 QUR SECOND-HAND BOUND FICTION 
1 after AND ALL BOOKS REBOUND BY Blunts 
= Other features include 
rd for @ DIRT-RESISTANT CLOTH IN ATTRACTIVE COLOURS @ 
d by @ CLOTH-JOINTED END PAPERS SEWED ON @ 
bar @ DURABLE AND CLEAR LETTERING @ 
— G. Blunt & Sons Ltd 
PUBLIC LIBRARY BOOKSELLERS AND BOOKBINDERS 
idates | Showrooms :— Head Office and Works :— 
stops | 100 GREAT RUSSELL ST NORTH ACTON ROAD 
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sentence is offered as typical: “The heroes 
came brass bands playing ticker tape at them 
the air full of cheers”. Anent the offending 
Stop is a letter shown, at the National Book 
League’s collection of Edward March, written 
by Sir Winston Churchill: “On the whole | 
am against commas. They should only come in 
where it is absolutely necessary to make 
B.F.’s understand. On the other hand | am 
very much in favour of the semi-colon, and 
think that blighter should have a good run for 
his money in the text”. The Style is perhaps a 
relief from the noble prose of The Second World 
War. No doubt, too, the initials he uses are 
those of a well-known person who is often 


an affliction tor statesmen. 
* * * 


Most public libraries collect parish maga- 
zines. Oxford apparently possessed a college 
librarian, one Cannister, who served for 50 
years, dying in 1915. He colleéted these 
magazines from “all the parishes in Oxford- 
shire and Bucks., and never realized when he 
put them into the library that inside the covers 
all the magazines had the same contents”’. 
This, and the chronicle of a few other things 
that he did which were less characteristic of 
librarians, can be read in the delightful book, 
To teach the senators, by J. C. Masterman, 
Provost of Worcester College, which I have 
only just read. To save the time of any reader 
who feels he must tell me that he removes the 
general inset from his own collection I assure 
him that I do so, too. 

* * * 

A too limited but interesting interview with 
Dr. Esdaile, under the title, ““West Hoathly’s 
Dr. Johnson”, appeared in the East Grinstead 
Courier tor January 29th, in which is recalled 
his former presidency of the Johnson Society, 
as well as his office as Secretary of the British 
Museum. Seated beside a roaring fire—a 
necessary accompaniment in the arctic of the 
recent January—he expounded in_ short, 
pointed phrases the “equally large per- 
sonality” of his literary hero. The only figures 
in English literature, he averred, known to 
everybody are William Shakespeare and Samuel 
Johnson and just as Shakespeare’s sayings have 
become part of our language, unpublished 
sayings of Johnson were bandied between 
London cabbies during and just after his 
lifetime. His prose, it is true, has “a certain 
two-foot time”, but what is interesting is “the 
curious nervous spontaneity of his actual 
speech”. The journalist adds, “If one may pay 
a slightly obvious compliment to Dr. Esdaile, 


perhaps it is his speech, his echo of a pungenc 
and grace all too rare in these days, which 
completes the sequence and makes Dr. Johnson 
as alive today as ever he was”. A portrait of 
Dr. Esdaile seated at his study desk goes with 
the article. * * 

Dr. Esdaile, of course, has not retired from 
librarianship. He still serves on the Council of 
the L.A. and is chairman of its University and 
Research section, is still chairman of the 
Finance Committee of the N.C.L. and serves 
the profession in many valuable ways. |; 
might be interesting to learn the whereabouts 
and activities of our “retired” librarians. We 
know that Mr. Archibald Sparke, who for 
many years was chief librarian of Bolton, 
and with about two exceptions, of which one 
is William E. Doubleday, is the oldest sub- 
scribing member of the L.A., spend his days 
in his eighties at Birkdale transcribing 16th 
century Parish registers and writing regular 
articles in local newspapers. Of a later decade, 
past-president Richard Gordon lives quietly 
and happily on the coast of Gower by his 
native Swansea; at a Norfolk watering place 
Duncan Gray maintains his strength and his 
interest in the archives of Nottingham; W. 
Ewart Owen spends an active time in his 
seventies at WeSton-super-Mare where, lately, 
Herdman of Cheltenham has settled. There 
must be many more, of whom we should like 
to hear. * * * 

Another library, Bexley, Kent, experience 
the common difficulty of recruiting public 
library Staff. The Libraries Committee has 
instructed the Borough Librarian, Mr. W. 
Threlfall, to report details of resignations 
during the year; and is to ask the Establish- 
ment Committee to decide how to solve the 
problem. * * * 

One of the striking advertisements for 
junior assistants that we have read appears in 
the London Evening News. It offers a week ot 
four and a half days, alternate Saturdays, and 
Staff canteen to persons under twenty-one. 

* * * 

From lesson notes received by a Tutor (who 
seeks anonymity) : 

“The physical shape of the book prevents t 
from being in more than one place on th 
shelves.” 

“If the reader has not obtained the right 
subje& heading his consultation of the subjet 
index may be futile and he will need the staff 
help him out.” Exhausted from the premises, 
we presume ? 
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Automatic Voltage 


Regulators and Stabilizers 


By G. N. Patchett, Ph.D., B.Sc.(Hons. Lond.), A.M.I.E.E., M.I.R.E., 
AM.Brit..R.E. The maintenance of constant voltage is a subject 
which is becoming of greater importance as the accuracy and 
complexity of various devices increase. This new book covers 
all types of voltage regulator from those of a few watts output, 
commonly feeding electronic devices, to those controlling 
thousands of kilowatts and used on large power systems. Fully 
illustrated. 335 pages. 50/- net. 


Balance Sheets 

HOW TO READ AND UNDERSTAND THEM 

By the late Philip Tovey. Revised by F. Clive de Paula, T.D., 
ACA., F.C.W.A. This well-known handbook and guide for all 
who need to understand Balance Sheets has now been completely 
revised and brought up to date. Fourth Edition 15/- net. 


Meter Engineering 
By J. L. Ferns, B.Sc.(Hons.), M.1.E.E., A.M.C.T., A.M.LLA. A new 
Sixth Edition of this recognized standard work. Fully illustrated. 
net. 

“This excellently illustrated and comprehensive work is one that 
no meter testing assistant can afford to be without.'’—Mechanical 
World. 


Chess 
By C. H. and O'D. Alexander. Close upon the author's memorable 


victories over the Russian grandmasters at this year’s international 
chess tournament comes the latest edition of his well-known 


treatise. It has been described as the best elementary treatise on 
the game. Second Edition. 10/- net. 
Mechanical Testing 

of Metallic Materials 

By R. A. Beaumont, A.M.I.Mech.E£., A.F.R.Ae.S. Third Edition. 


25/- net. 

**. . . likely to prove useful and instructive to all connected with 
the mechanical testing of metallic material, whether as an intro- 
duction to the subject or as a work of reference.'’—Aeronautics. 


Pictorial Composition 


By J. K. Popham. 17/6 net. 

““... commends itself to the professional and amateur alike . . . 
The book is packed with useful information, and such subjects as 
Tone, Line, Distribution, Balance and Rhythm are skilfully handled 
with a novel and creative line of approach.’’—Art News and Review. 


Sir Isaane Pitman & Sons Ltd. 


PARKER STREET :: KINGSWAY :: LONDON, W.C.2. 


National Library of Scotland 
Mills Memorial Library 

Victoria Public Library 
University College 

University of Orange Free State 
University of Natal 

University of Ibadan 


SNEAD LIBRARY SYSTEM 


Edinburgh 
* Ontario 
British Columbia 
Potchefstroom, S. Africa 
Johannesburg 
Natal 
* Nigeria 


Telephone : ELGar 7292 


These Libraries in the course of construction have adopted 
the SNEAD SYSTEM by 


LUXFER LIMITED 
Waxlow Road, Harlesden, London, N.W.10 


Telegrams : Luxfer Harles London 
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Round the Library World 


Nores AND News OF NATIONAL, UNIVERSITY 
AND SPECIAL LIBRARIES AND LIBRARY AFFAIRS 
Durham University Library has received the 
very outstanding gift of twelve incunabula as 
part of a large benefaction from Miss Edleston 
of Gaintord. A summary list, in anticipation 
of more detailed treatment, is printed in The 
Durham Philobiblon for March, 1954. This 
issue of that excellent little publication forms 
parts 9 and 10 of volume 1, and, apart from an 
index which is to follow, brings to successful 
completion that initial volume. We offer our 
congratulations to Mr. Ramage and his Staff. 


What is perhaps ‘the richest colleétion of 


George Gissing’s works, manuscripts, letters, 
documents and diaries is in the Berg Collection 
in New York Public Library. As an important 
contribution to the bibliography of Gissing 
librarians in this country will probably wish to 
acquire copies of George Gissing 1857-1903 : 

An Exhibition from the Berg Collection. This 
45-page catalogue has been compiled by Dr. 
John D. Gordan, Curator of the Collection, 
who also contributes an informative intro- 
duction, The price of the catalogue is 75c. 


A meeting of the Standing Conference of 
National and University Libraries was held at 
Ashbourne Hall Manchester, on April 8th-9th. 
Papers were given by Mr. R. H. Hill of the 
National Central Library on “The Vollans 
Report of 1952: its origins and implications,” 
and by Dr. Juchhoff of Cologne University 
Library on “The present state of library 
co-operation in Germany.” 

The Library of the Duke of Savoy-Genoa 
has been acquired by the former Royal Library 
at Turin. The collection is a very valuable one, 
consisting of some 17,000 volumes, 80 MSS.., 
and 25 incunabula. 


The Annual Report on the National Library 
of Wales, 1952-53, contains a fine and well- 
deserved tribute to the late Librarian, Sir 
William Llewelyn Davies, and has a frontis- 
piece portrait which all who knew Sir William 
will agree is lifelike. From 1919 until 1930 
Llewelyn Davies was First Assistant Librarian 
under Sir John Ballinger. In the latter year 
he was chosen from a very short leet consisting 
of, we believe, himself, G. H. Bushnell and 
E. A. Savage, to succeed his chief. From then 
on Davies was indefatigable in promoting the 
interests of the Library, and, indeed of Wales. 


libraries, with ever. 
increasing requirements of all kinds, and faced 


That university 


with the country’s financial position, th 
difficulties of building or even of obtaining 
suitable sites, will not be able to continy 
indefinitely to expand at the rate which has 
been possible in the past, and that sooner or 
later almost all will be faced with a crisis, seems 
undeniable. ‘The position here is not unique, 
and Keyes D. Metcalf, Director of the Harvard 
University Library, has faced up to it so far as 
the United States are concerned in an article 
which will interest British librarians hardly less 
than their American colleagues— “Financial 
Problems of University Libraries,” Harvari 
Library Bulletin, vol. 8, no. 1. 


Book Selection Guide 


A Descriptive List of Books 
of Interest to Librarians 
REFERENCE 
Brerr-JAmEs (A.) The Triple Stream. Four 
Centuries of English, French and German 
Literature, 1531-1930. Bowes & Bowes. 
17s. 6d. net. 

This handlist of works of literary merit published 
contemporancously in England, France and Germany, 
from 1531-1930 provides a valuable reference book for 
librarian, Student and general reader. Over three 
thousand titles by more than eight hundred authors are 
listed, and the excellently planned indexes give dates for 
all writers and works included in the main list. The 
lists, in three languages, appear side by side, showing at 
one glance, the names of writers born, those who died, 
and the cream of the works published for each year 
throughout the four centuries. 


Unesco. Study Abroad. International Hand- 
book, Fellowships, Scholarships, Educ- 
tional Exchange. Volume VI. 1953-1954. 


Paris, Unesco. 7s. 6d. net. 

This volume appears for the first time as a tr 
lingual edition, replacing those issued in previous years 
The handbook gives further information to all thos 
using it for international study. The work is in three 
parts. Part I deals with Study Abroad, 1953-194, 
including a commentary on awards offered in volume 

V, and a report of the UNESCO Foreign Student 

Survey. Part II lists International Scholarships and 

Fellowships available, and Part III deals with the 

International Trainee "Exchange. There is a Statistical 

appendix, and a general index. 

Unesco. World List of Social Science Peri- 
odicals. Paris, Unesco. 9s. 6d. net. 

The word “Periodicals” is taken in its widest sense, 
and the list includes the most important yearly public 
tions within the subject. Each periodical listed is 
provided with a short bibliographical note. Those 
using the list are aided by four full indexes. Seven 
hundred publications, appearing in fifty-one countries 
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Everyday Life in Babylon and Assyria 
By GEORGES CONTENAU 


This popular survey of Mesopotamian civilization covers the period from 700 
to 530 B.C. and describes in abundant detail the society and the homes, the beliefs 
and the trivial events of everyday life of kings and common people in Assyria and 
Babylon. It has been lavishly illustrated with photographs and drawings. 


Shakespeare 
His World and His Work 


By M. M. REESE 


“This is one of the best background books on Shakespeare that has been written, 
informative, lucid, easily in control of its material and exceedingly well arranged.” 


EDWARD ARNOLD (PUBLISHERS) LTD. 


25s. net 


Times Literary Supplement 
36s. net 


THE HOLT-JACKSON 
BOOK COMPANY 


LIMITED 


Public and County 
Library Booksellers 


MONTAUBAN CHAMBERS 
ST. ANNES-ON-SEA 
LANCS. 


London Showroom at 13 Britron STREET, 
CLERKENWELL ROAD, E.C.1 


78 Tel. Clerkenwell 3250 


TO ALL LIBRARIANS 


WE OFFER 


THE VALUABLE EXPERIENCE OF 
OVER 200 YEARS OF BOOKSELLING | 


Our Second-hand and 
Antiquarian Book Department 
ENJOYS A LONG AND HONOURABLE 
ASSOCIATION WITH LIBRARIES AND 

LIBRARIANS THE WORLD OVER 


CATALOGUES ISSUED 
— POST FREE ON APPLICATION 


JOHN SMITH & SON 

(Glasgow) Limited 

57-61 & 66 St. Vincent Street 
GLASGOW, C.2 
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are included in this compilation, which is intended to 

a&t as a basic work of reference. The preface and 

explanatory notes are given in French and English. 

Crry oF WeEstMINSTER LIBRARIES. 
Classified Catalogue of Non-Fi¢tion Books 
Added to Stock, 1953. 

The second annual accumulation of additions to 
the Westminster Stock during 1953, contains an ex- 
tensive range of works. It is a continuation of the 
sheaf catalogues to be found at the various libraries in 
the city. Both the lending and reference library stock 
are included, the major omissions being English 
Fi&ion—although Foreign Fiétion is treated as Litera- 
ture—and Children’s Books. <A detailed introduétion 
gives a full account of the manner in which the work is 


arranged. 
GENERAL 
BicGs (J. R.) The Use of Type. The Practice 
of Typography. Illus., many in colour. 
Blandford Press. {£1 15s. Od. net. 

The interest in typography grows from day to day 
and many volumes dealing with the subject have lately 
appeared. The one under review is full of helpful 
knowledge and numerous illustrations of the art. Its 
value cannot be over-emphasized for those who wish 
to Study some of the more abstruse points of type- 
setting, such as spacing, margins, imposition, colour, 
chapter-headings, the setting of poetry, job-printing 
equipment, lay-out and the thousand and one con- 
siderations which go to the making of a perfect type 
page. 

Darwin (B.) Golf. Illus., some in colour. 
Burke. 1 1s. Od. net. 


The eighth volume in the series “Pleasures of Life” 
will please all lovers of this ancient game. The author 
includes descriptions of historic matches, accounts of 
famous players, extracts from golfing literature, the 
traditions and history of famous courses and clubs. 
Reproduétions of well-known golfing subjects are 
among the illustrations used in the book. 

Ecxuss (R. B.) and Hae (R. W.) Britain, her 
peoples and the Commonwealth. McGraw- 
Hill. $6.00 net 


A valuable addition to the ““McGraw-Hill Series in 
History.” This work presents a comprehensive survey 
of English History from prehistoric to modern times, 
with a detailed review of the growth of Empire and 
Commonwealth. Primarily intended to provide the 
American Student with a better understanding of the 
many problems, both past and present, of Britain and 
the Commonwealth, the book is concerned with all 
aspeéts of English History, with an emphasis on the 
events of the last two and a half centuries. 


Hux ey (J.), Harpy (A. C.) and Forp (E. B.) 
Eds. Evolution as a Process. Allen & 
Unwin. £1 5s. Od. net. 

A colleétion of essays written by nineteen dis- 
tinguished scientists, under the principal editorship of 
Dr. Julian Huxley. Dr. Huxley is to be thanked for his 
timely introduétory essay, in which his researches of 
many years show that there is a basic idea underlying 
the process of organic evolution, in spite of the many 
different approaches which have been made to the 
problem. The work gives a clear outline of present 


day trends in biology. 
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IkIN (A. Graham) Lite, Faith and Prayer 
With an introductory note by Leslie D 
Weatherhead. Allen & Unwin. 8s. 6d, net 

_ Since the beginning of time there has been a need 
tor courage to face the fundamental problems of lif 
and this small volume is intended to help each indi. 
vidual to develop his or her personality from infane 
to an age of spiritual maturity. The problems of youth 
are distinguished from those of middle age, and the 
work gives an insight into scientific thought and 
religious experience. A seétion is devoted to the par 
played by prayer in everyday life. 


Rosins (F. W.) The Smith. 
and Lore of an Ancient Craft. 
15s. Od. net. 

An extremely readable account of an ancient craft. 
and the traditions associated with the Smith, from the 
pre-historic metal-worker to his modern counterpart 
Much of the tradition of the forge arises from mythology 
and folk tales, and is bound up with the magical 
practises and religious beliefs of early times. The 
author includes chapters on the forging of magic 
swords, the mediaeval guilds and passion plays, gypsy 
smiths and the present-day village blacksmith. 


The ‘Traditions 


Illus. Rider, 


SavaGe (G.) The Art and Antique Restorers’ 
Handbook. <A Dittionary of Materials and 
Processes used in the Restoration and 
Preservation of all kinds of Works of Art. 
Rockliff. 15s. Od. net. 

The author deals with the many problems con- 
nected with the preservation and repair of all kinds of 
works of art. This volume, the result of many years’ 
experience, is arranged in di&ionary form, and will 
prove to be an immense help to crattsmen and others 
engaged in this painstaking and delicate work. A short 
bibliography and a full index are included. 


VALLENTIN (A.) Einstein. 
Frontis. Weidenfeld & Nicholson. 


net. 

\ vivid personal biography of the great scientist 
Einstein, who discovered “Relativity,”’ regarding space- 
time as a fourth dimension. Relativity is a term ot 
which the masses do not, and perhaps cannot, under- 
Stand the true significance. Einstein is here depicted asa 
simple soul with a wonderful power of scientific thought 
and fore-knowledge. Striétly a pacifist, he is, ina 
manner of speaking, responsible for being the pr 
cursor of the atom bomb. Being a Jew he was obliged 
to evacuate his home during the pre-war years ot 
persecution in Germany, and America became his 
temporary and finally his permanent home. ‘There he 
Still lives and works, simply and Steadily in the hope ot 
contributing to the future of a better world. Readers 
will “raise their hats” in respeét for this great man wh 
has never boasted of his triumphs and who has bees 
helped by the thoughtful care of his second wife, Elsa. 
Students might perhaps desire to have a clearer ex 
position of his life-work, but they will relish th 
personal note which runs throughout the biography. 
There is no index, nor a bibliography and no list ot 
chapter headings. ‘The translation trom the French is 


A Biography. 
16s. Od. 


adequately done by Moura Budbery, and the frontis 
piece is reproduced from a bronze by Epstein, now in 
the Tate Gallery. 
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Woop (Mary and Alan) Eds. 
being extracts from the Random Remin- 


Silver Spoon : 

iscences of Lord  Grantly. Frontis. 

Hutchinson. 18s. Od. net. 

Readers of contemporary biography will tind much 
to amuse and interest them in these recolleétions of a 
man known as “the last of the wits’’ in London Society 
between the two world wars. Lord Grantley, descended 
from a great Yorkshire family of landowners, gives a 
vivid pitture of a way of life which is rapidly dis- 
appearing. He includes recolle@tions of many famous 
people, ot the Duke of W vagy as an undergraduate 
at Oxford, of Bernard Shaw, Lord Beaverbrook and 
other great personalities of the times. After the first 
world war, he became important as an international 
financier. Following the crisis caused by the great 
slump, he decided to enter the film business, and his 
subsequent career as a film executive brought him into 
contact with many famous figures in the literary and 
artistic world. The two editors have done good work 
in presenting these memoirs to the public. 

Wootr (C.) A_ Bibliography of Norman 
Douglas. Frontis. Illus. Hart-Davis. 
£2 2s. Od. net. 

The bibliography of Norman Douglas is divided 
up into four main classes, namely his books and 
pamphlets, his personal contributions to other publica- 
tions of a similar character, and his contributions to 
periodicals and translation into foreign languages of his 
books. A conspeétus records the first appearance in 
print of his writings. The compiler has noted alterations 
and revisions with scrupulous care, and his work 
supersedes the previous attempts at a bibliography of 
the author, and may be regarded as exhaustive in the 
best sense of the term. 


FICTION 


Srarr (L..) Rich Relations. Jenkins. 9s. 6d. net. 

Leonora Starr is well known for her many romantic 
novels, and her latest does not fall behind her usual 
Standard. Jane goes as a governess, and her friend 
Bervie lives close by. The complications which occur 
in their love affairs, owing to the talk of an old 
busybody, lead to an intriguing finish. 


Vickers (R.) Eight Murders in the Suburbs. 
Jenkins. 9s. 6d. net. 

\ Collection of eight tales, by one of the 
acknowledged masters of the short detective Story. 
The characters are realistically drawn from ordinary 
people in everyday life, and the plots are such that the 
author might have been describing faét not fiction. 

(K.) Aét of Violence. 
s. 6d. net. 

rhe those who are easily absorbed into deteétive 
Stories, here is one which will hold their attention till 
the last page. Who killed Binnings, the kindly old 
gardener? and why? The aétion takes place in a 
Surrey village and switches to Holland, as Anthony 


Venn pursues his investigations and finally exposes the 
mystery. 


Hutchinson. 


JUNIOR 
CRAIGIE (D.) The Little Parrot who Thought 
He was a Pirate. Col. illus. Parrish. 7s. 6d. 


net. 
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New Epworth Books 


THIS MERRIE ENGLISH 


By RoGerR RANGEMORE //lustrated by Sillince 
6s. net 


This is a really funny book. It is a light-hearted history 
of English literature somewhat in the manner of 1066 
And All That. But it has its own originality of treat- 
ment, and if it does nothing to help the reader to dis- 
tinguish between Caedmon the Cowherd and Noel 
Coward, it will certainly add to his store of extremely 
unknown facts about English literature. Sillince’s 
drawings have perfectly caught the infectious gaiety of 
the text. 


VERSE-MAKING IN SCHOOLS 
By G. W. Cook, B.A., Headmaster, Edgware 


Secondary Modern School, and 
C. R. McGreGor Wittiams, M.A., D.Litt, 


Headmaster, Chislehurst and Sidcup 
Grammar School for Boys. 
Crown 8vo. 76 pp. 6s. 6d. net 


A new approach to the teaching of English apprecia- 
tion through creative work in the classroom. 


JOHN WESLEY A New Edition 
By C. E. VULLIAMY 18s. net 


This full-length biography has been out of print for 
some years. Reviewing the first edition The Listener 
said : “Every part of Wesley’s career which he touches 
Mr. Vulliamy contrives to make vital and interesting 

. the result is a series of clear cut cameos, enlighten- 
ing both the Methodist movement and the eighteenth 
century as a whole . . . the author is particularly happy 
in his sketches of Wesley’s associates, Whitefield, 
Charles Wesley, John Berridge, and so on... a book 
which is consistently good."’ It is hoped that this new 
edition will find many new readers who missed the 
book on its first appearance. 


NEWS FROM THE NORTH 

By Lestte A. NEWMAN 6s. net 
Leslie Newman, theologian, famous Newcastle 
preacher, “circuit rider’’ for God among the fells and 
farmsteads, has written again of his encounters on 
these rides. Here is radiant belief, considerable re- 
source, and an open friendliness that contains not a 
little courage as it knocks at even frowning doors that 
yet are not proof against its winsomeness. 


THE DAY IS OVER 
By Marsorit VASEY 8s. 6d. net 


In this sensitive portrayal of an old lady who, in the 
evening of her life, decides to live alone rather than be 
a burden to her family, Marjorie Vasey has written a 
story of unfailing interest and affecting charm which, 
we believe, will linger long in the reader’s memory. 


FAMILY AFFAIRS 
By D. H. BARBER 6s. net 


Mr. Barber has already made a name for himself in 
religious journalism. This is his first full length book 
and it is a novel with a difference. 


* 


THE EPWORTH PRESS 
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\ delightful tale of the Parrot who had too much 
imagination, and told wonderful tales of pirates and 
their daring deeds. Unfortunately the other birds did 
not understand make-believe. Miss Craigie has 
decorated her Story with bright and colourful drawings 
calculated to appeal to even the youngest children. 


Sperry (A.) River of the West. Illus. The 
Bodley Head. 8s. 6d. net. 

\ tale for older boys, of the New England traders, 
known as the “Boston Men.”’ They traded furs to the 
Chinese in return for tea, silks and spices. The Story 
tells of the adventures of the ship Columbia, and the 
discovery of the great river of the West that bears her 
name. 


NEW EDITIONS 
An Official Handbook, prepared by 
H.M.S.O. 


BRITAIN. 
the Central Office of Information. 
10s. Od. net. 

lhe first handbook on these lines appeared in 1946, 
and since then the work has been revised four times. 

The intention of the compilers is to present up-to-date 

data about Britain. It provides factual and 

information on a variety of subjeéts con- 
administration, the institutions 

This valuable reference 

many Statistical 


basic 
Statistical 
cerning the population, 
and economy of the country. 
book is fully indexed, has six maps, 
tables and an important bibliography. 


HarLtey (A. R.) Ed. 
Walthamstow Memories. 
Stow Antiquarian Society. 
Paper, 15s. Od. net. 

For its Coronation year publication, the Waltham- 
stow Antiquarian Society has produced an attractive 
volume, offering the reader a vivid pi¢éture of the many 
changes that have taken place in a distriét once rural, 
and now an industrial borough within the metropolitan 
area. Walthamstow’s development Started late, and so 
gives, within the span of ninety years, a telescoped 
example of those changes which are typical of the 
growth of Greater London. Librarians and all inter- 
eSted in local history will find this work a valuable 
example of what can be done in this field. The ten 
illustrations are taken from photographs not previously 
published, and there are several line drawings by the 
editor Che late Mr. George Roebuck, a former Chief 


\cross the Years, 
Illus. Waltham- 
£1 1s. Od. net. 


Librarian of Walthamstow, was one of the founder 

members of the Antiquarian Society. 

Lear (E.) Nonsense Songs. Illus. Col. Plates. 
Warne. 10s. 6d. net. 


These Nonsense Songs, taken from Lear’s tamous 
the Book of Nonsense, have been completely 
and are illustrated with delightful drawings, in 
line and colour, by L. Leslie Brooke. The collection, 
containing such old favourites as ““The Owl and the 
Pussy-cat™” and “The Pobble who has no toes”, should 
need no introduction to the majority of readers. 


SHAKESPEARE (W.) The Complete Works. 
Edited by Charles Jasper Sisson. Frontis. 
Odhams. {1 5s. Od. net. 

The reader will handle this volume with surprise 
that such a_ complete 


work, 
re-set, 


and wonder 


edition of 
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Shakespeare’s works could be produced today atg 
price within every book-lover’s means. The researgh 
which has gone to the editing of the plays has occupied 
eight years of Professor Sisson’s time, not to mentiog 
the erudition gathered by him in Universities in many 
parts of the world. A biographical and general intros 
duétion, glossary and index of characters have beeg 
included by expert writers on the various seétiong 
\ new approach has been made to the original printed 
texts and each play is introduced by the editor’s critical 
and — preface. To sum up a short review 
it can only be said that here is the most excellent ang 
comprehensive volume issued on Shakespeare's works, 


SHAKESPEARE (W.) King Henry V. Edited by 
J. H. Walker. The Arden Edition of the 


Works of William Shakespeare. General 
Editor, Una Eilis-Fermor. Methuen. 15s. 0d, 


net. 

The edition of King Henry V is based on the text 
of the First Folio, The Introduction should be carefully 
Studied by Students, as it examines the character of the 
king, and presents his background in the light of the 
prevalent mediaeval theories. The Appendices and 
voluminous notes contain much valuable information, 
including some new material. 


PERIODICALS RECEIVED 


ACCOUNTANTS JOURNAL, 
ENGINEERING 


\pril, 1954.— 
REVIEW, 
1954.— 


The 
\ERONAUTICAL 
January, 1954.—A.L.\. BULLETIN, March, 
The ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN, April, 1954— 
BULLETIN OF BIBLIOGRAPHY, Vol. 21, No. 2 

The INDIAN PUBLISHER AND BOOKSELLER 


Jan.-Feb., 1954.—The LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 
QUARTERLY JOURNAL, Feb.,  1954.—The 
SCHOOL LIBRARIAN, March, 1954.—\W1LSON 


LIBRARY BULLETIN, March, 1954. 


Correspondence 


Tue Eptror, 
“THe Liprary 


March 3151, 19% 


Sir, 

In your last issue | wrote on the editorttl 
comment in the previous issue on J.C.H. af 
the influence of J. D. Brown. My letter wat 
justified solely on the ground that the writer oe 
the editorial knew the identity of the persol 
with the initials J.C.H. 

| have received assurances, which | accept 
unreservedly, that the writer of the editortl 
does not know the identity of J.C.H. and I 
desire, therefore, to withdraw the statement 
in my letter. 


Yours, etc., 
L. WHITE. 


Chiet Librarian, 
Central Library, 


Wallasey. 
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